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104 Black Kite — N

AGEING

5 types of age can be recognized:

Juvenile with fresh plumage; crown feathers

brown with pale tip; neck adn upperparts feat-

hers with whitish tips; upper and underwing

coverts with pale edge; greater coverts and

primary coverts with pale tips forming a bar
- : across the wing; breast feathers with broad pa-

Black Kite. Spring. 3rd year (08-1V). le streak; dark brown iris.

) _ 2nd year spring with juvenile plumage but
BLACKKITE (Milvus migrang less contrasted due to wear; some adult type
feathers on body.
IDENTIFICATION 2nd year autumn in birds with partial moult

59-66 cm. Brown upperparts with feahers ed and retainjuvenile outer primaries and feat-

ged pale; underparts reddish brown, streakechers on body, underwing and undertail co-

pale crown with dark streaks; dark brown verts; dark eyes.

wings, with whitish patch on base of prima- 3rd year only in birds retaining some unmoul-

ries; barred pale brown tail; black bill. tedjuvenile flight feathers, which are very old
and worn; or2nd year feathers, shorter and
pointed tharadult type.

SIMILAR SPECIES N _ Adult with grey crown feathers with thin
The only raptor with forked tail iRed Kite  streaks: grey brown feathers on neck and up-
which has paler plumage tinged reddish. perparts; upper and underwing coverts without

pale edge; greater coverts and primary coverts
without pale tips forming a bar across the
wing; breast feathers with a broad dark streak;
pale iris. CAUTION: it is necessary more
information about whemdults have pale iris
and how important is individual variation.

MOULT

Complete postbreeding moult starting in
April and finished in OctoberPostjuvenile
moult starts in some birds with body feathers
since October (another specimens don’t moult
any feather): wing and tail feathers are chan-
ged since March-April in theénd year of life
being then a complete moult.

Red Kite

PHENOLOGY

v v VEVIEVIE X | X | XT X

SEXING

Plumage of both sexes alike; size is an usef
character in extreme birdmale usually with
wing shorter than 445 mnfemale usually STATUS IN ARAGON

wiht wing longer than 470 mnCAUTION: g, mmer visitor widely distributed through

overlap in wing length is very big and this is \ho|e the Region, being more scarce in Sout-
not an useful character for individual birds. hern areas.
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I

Black Kite. Spring. 2nd year (13-V). Black Kite. Spring.

Head pattern and iris
colour: top left adult
(08-1V); top right 3rd

year (08-1V); left 2nd

year (13-V).

Black Kite. Spring. Adult (08-1V). | |

Black Kite. Spring.
Crown pattern: top
left adult (08-1V);
top right 3rd year
(08-1V); left 2nd

year (13-V).

Black Kite. Spring.

Upperpart pattern: top
left adult (08-1V); top

right 3rd year (08-
IV); left 2nd year (13-

V).

Black Kite. Spring.
Breast pattern: top
left adult (08-1V); top
right 3rd year (08-
IV); left 2nd year (13-
V).
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Black Kite. Spring.
Tail pattern: top left
adult (08-1V); top
right 3rd year (08-
IV); left 2nd year (19-
V).

L

Black Kite.
Spring. Pat-
tern of prima-
ry coverts: top
adult (08-1V);
middle  3rd
year (08-1V);
botton 2nd
year (13-V).

L

Black Kite. Spring. Pattern of wing coverts and
secundaries: 2nd year (19-V).

Black Kite. Spring. Pattern of wing coverts and
secundaries: 3rd year (08-1V).

Black Kite. Spring. Pattern of wing coverts and
secundaries: adult (08-1V).
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104 Black Kite

Black Kite.

Spring. Pat-
tern of prima-
ries: top adult
(08-1V);

middle  3rd
year (08-1V);
botton  2nd
year (19-V). Black Kite. Spring. Wing of 2nd year: upper and

underwing (19-V).

il

11 14

Black Kite. Spring. Wing of 3rd year: upper and
Black  Kite.  underwing (1 2nd year feathers) (08-1V).
Spring. Pat-
tern of under-
wing coverts:
top adult (08-
IV); middle
3rd year (08-
IV);  botton
2nd year (13-
V).

LU
inl

Black Kite. Spring. Wing of adult: upper and un-
derwing (08-1V).
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Black Kite. Summer. Head pattern and iris colour:
left adult (05-VII); right 3rd year (22-VII)

Black Kite. Summer. Adult (05-VII).

Black Kite. Summer. Head pattern and iris colour:
left 2nd year (13-VII); right juvenile (mm-xx).

Black Kite. Summer. 3° afio (22-VII)

Black Kite. Summer. Crown pattern: left adult (05-
VII); right 3rd year (22-VII)

Black Kite. Summer. 2nd year (13-VII).

Black Kite. Summer. Crown pattern: left 2nd year
(22-VI1I); right juvenile (mm-xx).

Black Kite. Summer. Juvenile (xx-wv).

http://www.javierblasco.arrakis.es http://www.ibercajalav.net Page 5



Javier Blasco-Zumeta Laboratorio Virtual Ibercaja

104 Black Kite

Black Kite. Summer. Breast pattern: left adult (05-
VII); right 3rd year (22-VII).

Black Kite. Summer. Upperpart pattern: left 2nd
year (13-VII); right juvenile (mm-xx).

Black Kite. Summer. Breast pattern: left 2nd year

(13-VII); right juvenile (mm-xx).
Black Kite. Summer. Tail pattern: left adult (05-
VII); right 3rd year (22-VII).

Black Kite. Summer. Upperpart pattern: left adult gjack Kite. Summer. Tail pattern: left 2nd year
(05-VII); right 3rd year (22-VII) (13-VII); right juvenile (mm-xx).

11
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HEE

Black Kite.

Summer.
Pattern of
primary
coverts:
top adult
(03-VII);

botton 3rd
year (22-
VII).

Black Kite.
Summer.
Pattern of
primary
coverts:
top 2nd
year (13-
VIIl);  bot-
ton juveni-
le (mm-
XX).

-

Black Kite. Summer. Pattern of wing coverts an

secundaries: adult (03-VII).

Black Kite. Summer. Pattern of wing coverts and
secundaries: 3rd year (1 juvenile feather; 2 2nd
year feather; 3 3rd year feather) (22-VII)

Black Kite. Summer. Pattern of wing coverts and
secundaries: 2° afio (13-VII).

d Black Kite. Summer. Pattern of wing coverts and

secundaries: juvenile (cc-xx).
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A

Black Kite.

Summer.
Pattern  of
primaries:
top  adult
(03-VIIl);

botton 3rd
year (22-
VII)

Black Kite.
Summer.
Pattern  of
primaries:
top 2nd year
(13-VII);
botton juve-
nile  (mm-
XX).

Black Kite.
Summer.
Pattern of
wing un-
derwing
coverts:
top adult
(03-VII);

botton 3rd
year (22-
VII).

Black Kite.

Summer.
Pattern of
underwing
coverts:
top 2nd
year (13-
VII);  bot-

ton juveni-
le (mm-
XX).

Black Kite. Summer. Wing of juvenile: upper and
underwing (nn-xx)

Black Kite. Summer. Wing of 2nd year: upper and
underwing (13-VII).
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Black Kite. Summer. Wing of 3rd year: upper and
underwing (1 juvenile feather; 2 2nd year featRer;
3rd year feather) (22-VII)

Black Kite. Summer. Wing of adult: upper and un-
derwing (03-VI).

http://www.javierblasco.arrakis.es http://www.ibercajalav.net Page 9



